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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: 	 Telcon with British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair (U) 

PARTICIPANTS: 	 Th e President. . 
Prime Minister.Tony Blai r 

Noteta kers : Doug Muel ler, Wylma Robinson, 
Pat O' Shaughnessy, Bonnie Glick 

DATE, TIME Jul y 27, 1997, 12 : 41 - 1 : 02 p . m. EDT 

AND PLACE: Pri va t e Resi dence, Los Angeles, Californi a 


The President : Tony? (U) 


Prime Mi nister Blair : Hi; Bill. How are you? {U) 


The Pr esident : Very we ll, indeed. (U) 


Prime Mi nister Blair : I am sitting here outside Chequers having 

a cup of tea with a friend of yours , Steven Spie lberg . (U) 


Th e President : Steven Spielberg? You are? You tell Mr. 

Spiel berg t hat you may be drinking tea with h im, but I am here 

on the beach in Santa Monica having coffee with Ron Burkle, 

which shows California has more i nfluence than ei t her t h e 

British or t he U.S. Gove rnment. (U) 


Prime Minister Blai r : You are? (U) 


The Pres ident: Yes. I am l ooki ng at people skateboarding at 

the beauti f ul beaches of Santa Moni ca . {U) 


Prime Minister Blai r: You l ucky man. Thi s is your vacation, 

then? (U) 
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The President: No, no . I am out here working , but it is a 
Sunday morning and you wanted to ta l k. &~d Ron Burk l e is a 
f riend of mine who bought a house very close t o the hotel where 
I was· l~st night . I interrupted coffee t o speak with you. 
Congrat~lations again on the ceasefire . I t hink we have a 
chance now. (U) 

Pri me Minister Blair: Yes we have a chance now. 
to f ill ou in on t hat. 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President : Is there anything we can do to help you with 
Trimble? Probably not . kef 

Prime Minister Blair : 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President: You know that is a well I can only go back to 
one more time . I am certainly will ing to try to do that t hough . 
).ef 

Prime Minister Blair: E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President: I could try to come on over to see you or 
something. -+e1 
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Prime Minis ter Blai r: Wha t I thi nk, t he reason why I t hink 
there is some hope i n the situati on i s tha t the ordi na r y people 
in Nort~ern Ireland are desperate for peace . ~ 

The President : Oh God yes . This is the place in the wo r l d 
where there is the l argest. d i sconnect between t he leaders and 
what the ordinary peopl e want. Jer 

Prime Mini ster Bl air: 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b){d) 

The Presi dent: And we will do tha t . I got your l ett er on the 
Middl e East and I basically agree with the letter. 

And I am 
really glad you are going to b ecome EU pres i dent i n January 
because my sense i s t ha t we. can get some grudging progress for 
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the r es t of t he year, a nd if there is going t o be a 
breakthrough, t hen we will need everyone's help to close next 
year. I don't t hink the present situation can be maintained. 

IE.O. 13526, section 1.4(d) I I IJ2f 

Prime Minister Blair: 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The_President: Well , first of all, a f l ashpoint or meltdown 
point . 

IE.O. 13526, section 1.4(d) 

Prime Minister Blair: That's right . ~ 

The President : 

I' l l give you an example, here you are trying to do this i n 
Northern I r eland and one day the IRA has t he whole t hing in its · 
power and the next day, P.aisley does. 

IE.O.l3526, section 1.4(d) 
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T at may e some lng you cou 
the Europeans examine -- because it is very i mpor t ant 
you want t o provide economic assistance to Jordan. Wi th 
parliamentary e lecti ons coming, we would be in a tough situation 
wi thout any real power if the peopl e he is backing, who have 
s table r ela tions with Israel , lose ground because of economic 
difficulties . ~ 

- ­

Pr ime Ministe r Blair : 

E .O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President: One of the things that would help is to raise 
the economic fortune of the Palestinians . 

IE.O. 13526, section 1.4(d) 

Prime Minister Blair: Hel l o? You are getting a bit faint 
there. (U) 

The President : I know that you c an ' t come to us on Sept ember 9 
because of the Scottish devol ution and 13-15 doesn ' t work for 
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me, but we need to set up some time. We wi ll keep working till 
we find the time. (U) 

Prime. Minis ter Blair : September is really difficult? (U} 

The President: Just those t wo days for me . I think I can work 
out another time. (U) 

Prime Minis ter Blai r : I think it probabl y is a bit difficult 
f or me because if something starts to go wrong. {U) 

The President: How are the English reacting? Is it going down 
pretty well? jQ1 

. 
Prime Minister Blair : It i s okay for the minute. 

E.O. 13526, section 1.4(b)(d) 

The President: Are most of the Scots 
parliament in your party? ..J.G-f 

in the Westminster 

Prime Minister Blair : We are going to give up a few seats. ~ 

The President: 
never tell wha t 

You may have some to spare now, but you 
you'll need in five years. 

can 

Prime Minister Blair: However, it has not always been like this 
in Scotland. In the 50's it was mostly Tory. What I am trying 
to do is build ~ew bases of support, one of the most difficult 
things to do. There are two referendums , one in Scotland and 
one in Wales. ~ 

The President: So you stay there and handle it. Your 
preference is to get the visit done in the month of September. 
(U) 

Prime Minister Blair: I think so. (U) 

The Pres ident: That is my strong preference. I will talk to my 
people ana we'l l get it done. (U} 

Prime Minister Blair: Let us do that, Bil l, and I a l so had a 
note from Hillary about the other thing we talked about and we 
will work on that. You have a good t ime in Santa Monica. (U) 
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The President: Tell Steven Spiel berg I hate coming all the way 
out here and not get to see him because he is hanging out in 
Chequers . (U) 

Prime Mfnister Blair: I will cer tainl y. (U) 

The President: I always suspected tha t beneath that ruffled, 
intelle.ctual demeanor was a real Tory aristocrat working . (U}" · 

Prime Minister Blair : He i s out here making a movie. (U) 

The President: I know . I told you before that he real l y wants 
to help rebuild the movie industry in Great Britain because he 
i s so grat eful f or its inf luence . He got a lot of· input from 
early Br{tish film makers. (U) 

Prime Minister Blair : Lots of poss i bil i t ies here, but also 
important to them that the U. S . and the British work closely, 
especially because some of the other countries and some of the 
stuff from the EU is not very s ensib l e . The French and the 
Ital i ans have weird rul es and prescriptions on film making . It 
would help if we can get some decent British movies. (U) 

The President: You can do it. Tell him I said hel~o . (U) 

Prime Minister Bl air : All the best. We' ll be in touch . (U) 

The Pres i dent : Bye. (U} 

Prime Minister Blair: Bye. (U) 

End of Conversation 
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